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NYE COUNTY AGENDA INFORMATION FORM
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Department: Board of County Commissioners

Agenda Date:
June 16, 2020

Category: Regular Agenda Item
Phone:

Contact: Commissioner Cox
Return to:

Continued from meeting of:
Phone:

Location:

Action requested: (Include what, with whom, when, where, why, how much ($) and terms)

Discussion and deliberation to adopt, amend and adopt, or reject Nye County Resolution 2020-08: A
Resolution Opposing BLM’s Round-Up of Wild Horses and Burros by Helicopter in Nye County, Nevada.
Complete description of requested action: (Include, if applicable, background, impact, long-term commitment, existing county
policy, future goals, obtained by competitive bid, accountability measures)

_______________________________________________________________________________
Any information provided after the agenda is published or during the meeting of the Commissioners will require you to provide 20
copies: one for each Commissioner, one for the Clerk, one for the District Attorney, one for the Public and two for the County Manager.
Contracts or documents requiring signature must be submitted with three original copies.

Expenditure Impact by FY(s): (Provide detail on Financial Form)
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1

NYE COUNTY RESOLUTION NO. 2020-08

2

A RESOLUTION OPPOSING BLM’S ROUND-UP OF WILD HORSES AND BURROS BY
HELICOPTER IN NYE COUNTY, NEVADA

3
4

WHEREAS, on November 25, 2019 President Trump signed into law the bipartisan Preventing

5

Animal Cruelty and Torture (PACT) Act, making it federally illegal to engage in cruelty to animals

6

meaning those found guilty of violating the act could be federally prosecuted, fined and jailed, for up to

7

seven years; and

8
9
10

WHEREAS, President Trump stated, “It is important that we combat these heinous and sadistic
acts of cruelty, which are totally unacceptable in a civilized society; and
WHEREAS, Laura Leigh, founder of “Wild Horse Education” has documented the inhumane

11

round-ups of both our Wild Horses and Burros perpetrated by the BLM’s use of Helicopters which

12

causes many casualties, along with the heinous and sadistic dismembering and miscarriages, and the

13

deaths of many of these animals (especially foals); and

14
15
16

WHEREAS, the BLM may adopt a more humane and safe means to round-up the Wild Horses
and Burros such as by feed trapping; and
WHEREAS, in order to up-hold the criteria for maintaining a thriving ecological balance with

17

multiple uses authorized under the 1971 Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act and the Federal

18

Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 promoted and established by Velma Johnson (Wild Horse

19

Annie); and

20

WHEREAS, hundreds of registered Voters of Nye County signed and submitted a petition in

21

2012 to Nye County Board of Commissioners to put a question on the voters ballot to stop all the BLM

22

Round-up of our Wild Horses and Burros in Nye County and that was rejected by that Board; and

23

NOW, THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED, that the present Nye County Board of

24

Commissioners declares that it does not support the BLM’s present Helicopter method of rounding-up

25

our Wild Horses and Burros any longer within the borders of Nye County, Nevada.

-1–

Resolution 2020-08 Terminate Wild Horses Round-Up
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1
2

APPROVED this 16th day of June, 2020.
NYE COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS:

ATTEST:

John Koenig, Chairman

Sandra L. Merlino, Nye County Clerk
And Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board

3
4
5
6

///

7

///

8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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Resolution 2020-08 Terminate Wild Horses Round-Up
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Feb. 10, 2020
In this day and age we have a lot more to worry about other than horses and
burros. If we don’t get a handle on their survival, we won’t have any horses
left. The BLM is removing 100’s as we speak. This very Icon is what made this
country.
THE BLM IS TO MANAGE NOT REMOVE!
SHOW MOVIE!
THE BLM states in their letter that a “helicopter is the most humane way to
gather horses.” If so why is it they are left to die, chased while aborting their
foal, dying after they enter the holding pen or collapse from exhaustion, foals
left behind because they couldn’t keep up or break a leg. How about running
them till they go through barbed wire fencing. They have been documented
lying, mistreating & even killing the horses and burros.
If anyone wants to view the gathers, they make it very difficult.
Many have been sent to Mexico or Canada for slaughter, when they are driven
for 100’s of miles with no water or food, fighting among them selves, being
trample to death. The BLM brand has been found on many of those horses. In
the slaughter line.
Laura Leigh, “Wild Horse Education”, stated that when she started
documenting, taking pictures, she watched foal come into the holding facility
with it’s hooves practically coming off. She questioned of what treatment the
foal was receiving they just laughed. Of course the foal died.
This lady has been there and she can tell you with TRUE experience of the
treatment of our horses from BLM. She has been in the very elements getting
the truth.
According to The Academy of Science, “wild Horses need to be managed, but
not in the manor or the BLM.” BLM does not have a plan, just gather and
destroy.A
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Whereas, in order to uphold the criteria for maintaining a thriving ecological
balance with multiple uses as authorized under the 1971 Wild Free —Roaming
Horses and Burros Act and the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of
1976. I am asking the Commissioner to please consider this request to STOP ALL
ROUND-UPS USING HELICOTPERS in Nve. Co.
Whereas, Hundreds of voters of Nye County signed and submitted a petition to
put a question on the ballot to stop all horse round-ups in Nye Country in 2012.
It has been proven 85% of the US citizens are against the BIM and their tactics
Just to give extra information, Horse meat is NOT safe for human consumption,
especially domestic horses, but wild horses are known tobe given shots when
captured. (DO KNOW IF YOU ARE GE1TING HORSEii.J YOUR GROCERY
STORE OR HAMBWRGER)
The BLM spends 10’s of millions of dollars for the use of the helicopter
companies. Why not use the money to have sanctuary and gild the stallions
and Not use such a evasive sterilization on the mares

Sincerely,

BOCC 005 ITEM 32

—

Committee to Review the Bureau of Land Management Wild Horse and Burro Management

y

Using Science to Improve the BLM Wild Horse and Burro Program: A Way Forward reviews the
science that underpins the Bureau of Land Management’s oversight of free-ranging horses and
burros on federal public lands in the western United States, concluding that constructive changes
could be implemented. The Wild Horse and Burro Program has not used scientifically rigorous
methods to estimate the population sizes of horses and burros, to model the effects of
management actions on the animals, or to assess the availability and use of forage on rangelands.
Evidence suggests that horse populations are growing by 15 to 20 percent each year, a level that
is unsustainable for maintaining healthy horse populations as well as healthy ecosystems.
Promising fertility-control methods are available to help limit this population growth, however.
In addition, science-based methods exist for improving population estimates, predicting the
effects of management practices in order to maintain genetically diverse, healthy populations,
and estimating the productivity of rangelands. Greater transparency in how science-based
methods are used to inform management decisions may help increase public confidence in the
Wild Horse and Burro Program.
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Eagle Update; CAWP violations
By Laura Leigh on September 18, 2018

Sept 17
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That is a mare & foal being chased by the BLM Yahoos in a helicopter ,hundreds of foals have
died in these barbaric roundups because they can’t keep up to their frightened mothers and
hundreds of horses & Burros have died of broken legs..where is the Main Stream Media?

‘1
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im.i,www.ivegsnow.conewsitocai-news/i-am-rnade1eine-pick
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LAS VEGAS The owner of a sprawling ra*h in northern Nevada has
made a gruesome discovery
tne carcasses ot eight wild horses gunned down near a watering hole.
—

--

The identity of the gunmen is not mystery though. The horses were
shot multiple times by a federal
agency the Bureau of Land Management. It’s the latest skirmish in
a running battle between BLM
and advocates for wild horses.
--

Businesswoman Madeleine Pickens offered to take as many as 30,000 wild
horses out of
government pens and put them on her own 600,000 acre ranch in
Elko County. That plan would
save the government an estimated $100 million. But Elko County is
cattle country so Pickens has
faced opposition at every step.
What happened to these horses has been described as a massacre.
Pickens plans to create Mustang Monument as an ecosanctuary for
wild horses and tourist
attraction for Elko County have been opposed every step of the way by
the BLM and by Elko County
officials.

of 3
10/13/
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<burroexpress@yahoo.com>
.ane <prissynmick47gmail.com>

Tue, Feb 11, 2020 at 9:22 AM

y Commissioners Office
Lane
eat concern that I write regarding the roundup of wild horses and burros with helicopters’ in Nye
is process seems to be extreme. I would hope that our elected officers could come up with possible
These are live animals. Please.
.

Express Staff
idden]

<burroexpress@yahoo.com>
ane <prissynmick47gmail.com>

Tue, Feb 11 2020 at 9:25 AM

Burro Express would like to run a 1/2 page “Ad” in regards to saving the wild horses and burros. If you
us with a copy ready Ad, we will run it in the next issue at no charge. Please send via email or
il to RO. Box 577, Goldfield, NV 89013.
k with the Commissioners meeting!

2/11/2020,
BOCC 011 ITEM
32

9:53 AM

BLM & the wild horses:
in Pahrump since Feb. 2009, I object to the BLM trying to get rid of the wild horses
e here before the BLM came on broad. These animals where here long before the
here. If anything the ranchers and people complaining about the horses need to go
il in the 1800’s and homestead in the Mley. So these ranchers & people who don’t
fe. They have as much right as anyone or anything here in the Valley.
on on this subject.

it-flit PM
BOCC 012 ITEM
32
7/101707(1

THE PROBLEMS OF THE MUSTANGS

My name is Dick Senior and I have been a wildlife activist for
most of my life. I lived in Nevada for thirteen years. I monitored
the wildlife in the Spring Mountains for most of that time and
cared for water sources that are up on the mountains. I found water
sources that had been eliminated years ago and got them working
again just for all the wild life. Horses, Deer, Elk and all the birds.
Two days after I got the Wheeler Well going there were horses
crowded around the tank and Deer were waiting in the bushes
waiting for their turn. At the time I first started to go up on the
mountains the horses were very numerous and all that I saw were
in very good health. Most of the times I would see twenty or thirty
in a band, now it is hard to see five or six. At the time when they
were being eliminated I began to see a difference. What it was I
don’t know. Was it because some of their group had been
eliminated, I don’t know. They now seem to be skittish. Before
when I would walk up to Wheeler Well to make sure the water
flowed freely, some would walk up to me, not any more.
The roundup of the Mustangs usually starts in the spring.
Unfortunately for them most of the mares are with foals, or haven’t
had them yet. This is seen by most, as an expected ruse by the
B.L.M. to eliminate a portion of the Mustangs, by using helicopters
to do the round up. All the foals that are left behind will never
make it and are then coyote fodder. How many mares that have
aborted as they are harassed and chased by the helicopters have
died, nobody knows. They don’t do a count on that. The
helicopters put a great deal of stress on all the Mustangs and there
must be a different way of capture, or if in reality there needs to be
a roundup. For years there has been an ongoing movement to
eliminate the mares from having foals every year, with the method
of darting, so they only have a foal every three years. The B.L.M.
has chosen to close their ears to this endeavor, and I was there to
witness the walk out. This would eliminate a percentage of the

BOCC 013 ITEM 32

horses that they say should be allowed to roam freely on their
range. If it is said that there is not enough forage for that many
horses, then how come they are still here? If the supply of food is a
shortage then they should die off, but I don’t see that. In the spring
the mares are always skinny from having their foals and feeding
them, later after they have been bred, they are now having to take
care of three. They are taking care themselves, there foals and now
a new one. The studs are always in good shape, so never look at
the mares and say that there just isn’t enough fodder to go around.
Another element that enters in to the equation is the grass and
weeds they eliminate, therefore eliminating fires. Without the
horses more wild fires would be sure to happen. This is also
another thing that everybody is talking about, wild fires and
climate changes. Some of the freeways in California are now using
goats to eliminate grass and weeds that choke the strips along the
roads, and it is working. Let’s look at that a little harder. There are
some of our colleges that are given grants to help with new
technology and help with different kinds of medicine, space, new
types of electric batteries and our climate change. Why not see if
they can help with our heritage of the Mustanges.
Lets have a new approach to the plight of the Mustang. We pay
a lot to the B.L.M. to take care of our wildlife and its’ not working,
and it hasn’t for a long time. If it takes new administrators, so be it.
DICK SENIOR
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Melissa Godfrey
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Jaynee Reeves
Wednesday, February 12, 2020 10:17 AM
Priscilla Lane
Melissa Godfrey; Samantha Tackett
RE: BLM Helicopter horse roundup- Future Agenda Item

Good Morning,
Your email was received, thank you.

Jaynee Reeves
Administrative Secretary
Nye County Administration
2100 E. Walt Williams Drive, Suite 100
Pahrump, NV 89048
775/751‐7075
775/751‐7093‐Fax

jreeves@co.nye.nv.us
Nye County is an Equal Opportunity Employer & Provider

From: Priscilla Lane <prissynmick47@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 12, 2020 9:46 AM
To: Jaynee Reeves <jreeves@co.nye.nv.us>
Subject: Fwd: BLM Helicopter horse roundup

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Forwarded message ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
From: Jeanne Gavin <jmgavin65@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Feb 11, 2020 at 4:02 PM
Subject: BLM Helicopter horse roundup
To: <prissynmick47@gmail.com>

Thank you for the opportunity to express my opinion on the BLM Helicopter wild horse roundups.
There are probably many economic and special interest groups that want the wild horses to be eliminated. The ranchers
want the feed and water for their livestock even if they are ranging on public lands. There are coyotes, rabbits, big horn
sheep, ground squirrels, hawks, foxes, mountain lions all sharing the public lands with the wild horses and donkeys and
privately owned domestic sheep and cattle. The large predators are probably allowed to be shot and some sad soles
have even done that to wild horses.
1
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It is a sad day in our history that Nevada is allowing the BLM to go after the wild horses and donkeys with helicopters. If
only they could put themselves in the horses body and imagine what fear and panic they feel and the exhaustion and
injury as they stumble and fall, even breaking bones, as this terrifying monster in the sky is chasing them relentlessly
even to the point of their death.
Ranchers don't herd their cattle or sheep with helicopters; they care about their health and welfare because they hope
to make money on them. They usually get on their horses and round up the livestock.
We live in Clark County, Nevada and have had horses for 40 years. It made us proud to see the horse on many Nevada
license plates. The wild horse is almost like our Nevada state symbol. How can we be so cruel and heartless to this
wonderful majestic animal.
Please consider a better way to treat the wild horse. They are our gift to take care of.
Sincerely,
Martin Gavin &
Jeanne Gavin
Clark County, NV residents

2
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Melissa Godfrey
Subject:

FW: Horses - additional back up for Agenda Item

From: Priscilla Lane <prissynmick47@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 13, 2020 2:55 PM
To: Jaynee Reeves <jreeves@co.nye.nv.us>
Subject: Fwd: Horses

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking
links, especially from unknown senders.

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Forwarded message ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
From: Paula Callahan <pkcfitness@hotmail.com>
Date: Thu, Feb 13, 2020 at 1:46 PM
Subject: Horses
To: Priscilla Lane <prissynmick47@gmail.com>

We rarely get to enjoy or see the beautiful wild herds of horses that have always roamed and
lived in our mountains and valleys. Thanks to the cruel treatment of the BLM and
roundups with helicopters. This is a waste of taxpayer money. This needs to stop
Regards from
Paula K Callahan
Realty One Group
Paulasellspahrump.com
775-209-2830

1
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